Introduction
On 7 April 2017, a scholarly-practical conference «School Architect Indriķis Blankenburg -130» was held at the Riga State German Grammar School. It was marking the anniversary of the graduate of Riga Polytechnic Institute and reviewing his performance and life activity. By studying less well-known pages of his life, the authors of the paper referred about the architect Indriķis Blankenburgs at the conference. The research was carried out by analysing the documents of the Latvian State Historical Archive, the Riga State German Grammar School Museum and the National Library of Latvia, including articles in the periodicals.
Family of Blankenburgs
The roots of Blankenburgs' family can be found in Liepāja and Vircava. It is also believed that the relatives of Indriķis Blankenburgs' father Jānis Blankenburgs, born on 8 November 1852 in Vircava parish, lived in Liepāja. Jānis Blankenburgs settled in Riga in the 1870s, where he lived with four children -three sons and a daughter, and his wife Katrīna Blankenburgs, born Miķelsons. Jānis Blankenburgs was a craftsman, he worked as an ironworker in the Baltic Wagon Factory and later became a master at the wagon factory «Fēnikss» [1] . He and his family lived in different places in Riga, while collecting money and acquiring property at 5 Pļavas Street [2] . Katrīna died in the beginning of the 20th century, Jānis -on 25 April 1934. Ferdinands Blankenburgs, the oldest son of Jānis Blankenburgs, was born on 13 April 1877 in Riga, and, like his father, chose a profession of ironworker. The first spouse soon passed away, and F. Blankenburgs married Auguste Mekeniks in August 1933 [3] . Alas, the marriage lasted one year, and he again became a widower. In June 1941, F. Blankenburgs was deported to Siberia, and on 24 December, he died in Molotov Oblast, Usollag [4] . Arnolds Blankenburgs, the son of Ferdinands Blankenburgs, was born in 1906, worked at the bank, and in 1939, together with his wife Irmgarde and his daughter Urzula travelled to Germany because of his German nationality [5] . Ferdinands Blankenburgs' daughter Erna (1902-?) was married to Alfrēds Otto Indriķis Blakenburgs was the third and the youngest son, he was given two names -Indriķis Teodors, though usually the second name was not used in documents. He was born on 7 April 1887 1 , and started attending school at the age of seven. Due to the change of the parents' home, In driķis studied at several private schools in Riga, but in 1898, he entered the Riga City Real School, the seventh grade of which he graduated in 1905. At that time, Indriķis' elder brothers were already of age and provided for themselves. The parents were Latvians, but in Riga in the second half of the 19th century «the German spirit and German capital dominated», therefore father Jānis Blankenburgs sided with the Germans, thus ensuring existence. Indriķis' «father, who financially heavily depended on them, raised his children according to German ideals, although in his inner conviction he had not lost any sense of his nationality [7] .» Indriķis Blankenburgs' native language was Latvian and had good knowledge of German and Russian. Russian was the language of studies at the Real School and later at the Riga Polytechnic Institute.
I [10] and worked there until 22 May 1938, when he discontinued his employment on his own wish [11] . The responsibilities at the Bureau included managing the design of school buildings and supervising their construction work throughout Latvia. After 1938, apparently, I. Blankenburgs had a private practice.
Being a student, in 1907, I. Blankenburgs joined the Latvian Student Corporation «Talavija» [12] . He developed friendly relationships with Kārlis Kurle-Kurlis (1888-1928), a student of the Department of Commerce of RPI, who did not finish his studies and then seriously turned to painting. After the early death of the artist, architect I. Blankenburgs built a monument dedicated to his friend in the Meža (Forest) Cemetery in Riga. Blankenburgs had friendly relations also with another member of corporation «Talavija», graduate of RPI (1916), architect Augusts Raisters .
Augusts Raisters characterized his friend and colleague Indriķis Blankenburgs as a composed, deeply sensitive, sincere and honest man. The two last met in the middle of September 1944, at Blankenburgs' house at 5 Pļavas Street, in Riga. They both were planning to leave and were hoping to meet again outside Latvia. Augusts Raisters went to Germany, then to the United States. He later remembered that Blankenburgs had packed his travel bags and said that «he did not want and could not stay in Riga, because there was a communist-minded person, one of the former schools janitors, who would compromise him to the communists Relatives and acquaintances living in emigration found out about Indriķis Blankenburgs' death only in 1965, when his contemporary and member of «Talavija» corporation, Latvian architect Augusts Raisters, published a memorial article dedicated to his colleague in the journal «Architekts» («Architect») [18] . True, information about the death of I. Blankenburgs and other significant Latvian architects, without reference to a particular date, could be found in the December issue of 1950 of the same journal [19] . It should be noted, that at the time when the active research on the history of the Riga State German Grammar School began, the director of the school Zane Jakovica and the social pedagogue Inta Miezīte initiated an idea of regular visits and cleaning of the tomb of the significant Latvian architect. From 2010, twice a year, in November and May, one school class goes to the Second Meža (Forest) Cemetery and cleans the tomb of I. Blankenburgs. Finally, in 2013, the restoration work of I. Blankenburgs' tomb and monument was successfully completed [20] .
Indriķis Blankenburgs' work in architecture
The most famous representative of the Blankenburgs' family, architect Indriķis Blankenburgs, designed more than 40 school buildings in the 1920s and 1930s. He is one of the most well-known architects of independent Latvian educational institutions. At the beginning of 2017, the Society of School Museums began to compile a list of schools designed by the architect that comprised 29 schools [21] . Over the years, researchers have succeeded and completed the list. In May 2018, 43 educational institutions were registered, whose buildings or their annexes were designed or reconstructed by I. Blankenburgs. Various Latvian publications have reflected almost all of I. Blankenburgs' construction of schools and the beginning of the study process in them. The Ministry of Education also regularly reported on the progress of construction and current events at schools. It is logical that these reports featured also the name of the school designer I. Blankenburgs [22] . For example, in 1933, in the popular magazine «Atpūta» («Rest») attention was paid to the construction of schools in Latvia since 1927. The most photographed were the school buildings designed by I. Blankenburgs [23] . An informative article with a wide description of school buildings designed by I. Blankenburgs in 1935 can be found in the newspaper «Pēdējā Brīdī» («In the last moment») [24] . Information about the work of Indriķis Blankenburgs for the first time in the press, was widespread in connection with plans for the construction of the Jaunburtnieki Parish School in 1923. The architect was promptly developing a project [26] . However, the new school in the parish was built only in 1936, to the project of I. Blankenburgs' student, graduate of the Department of Architecture (1913) of RPI -architect Pauls Kundziņš (1888-1983) .
Indriķis Blankenburgs is known in the history of architecture in Latvia as a school architect. As can be seen in the list of buildings complied by the author, almost all of the school buildings designed by I. Blakenburgs still serve education. The projects of the educational institutions include functionalism, art deco and neoclassical style, which gave the monumental buildings a representative look. Schools designed by the architect (in Cēsis, Gulbene, Ilūkste, Ludza, Rucava, Rūjiena, Tukums, Valka, and Zilupe) and bank buildings are created in symmetrical, strictly classic forms with order elements in facade decoration. The school buildings in Dobele, Melluži and Smiltene, have more expressed functionalism [27] . In addition, the school buildings have an architecturally accentuated central part, on the upper floor of which there is a hall with larger windows (in Dobele, Ilūkste, Melluži, Rucava, Smiltene, Zilupe, etc.) [28] . The buildings by I. Blankenburgs have become symbols of recognisability of parishes and cities in Latvia. But the building of the present Aglona Catholic Gymnasium has been called «one of the most impressive secondary school buildings in Latvia 3 » [29] . The facades of architectural projects developed by architect Blankenburgs are made in classical proportions, with an emphasis on the middle section. The architect designed schools according to the requirements of that time. For example, at that time the Riga Second State Gymnasium at Āgenskalna Street in 1931 was built as the most modern school in Riga, the capital city of Latvia. It differed from the other projects by I. Blankenburgs. It was from red bricks on a high, light-coloured plinth [30] . In contrast to the uncovered bricks, a pargetted base floor and eaves were formed [31] . The gymnasium was designed for 330 students with spacious, bright classes, wide corridors, rooms for classes in physics, natural sciences, and chemistry, drawing rooms, gymnastics hall, wide hall, showers and a dining room. It is interesting that almost simultaneously with the school building at Āgenskalna Street, the largest and also the international project -the design and construction of the Riga French Lyceum building -was developed. Total cost of this project was 400 000 lats, half of which was covered by the Latvian Government, and another half by the Society of Latvian-French Proximity and grants from the French government [32] . Often the developed school projects turned out to be expensive and were not realized, therefore other architects, including Indriķis Blankenburgs, whose projects were less costly, were chosen. It was easier to get his projects approved at different institutions. Members of the Jēkabpils City Council got to know about that and rejected a project started by engineer Pētersons, they wanted I. Blankenburgs to draft a project for a primary school [35] . The Jēkabpils City Council sent accountant Borodovskis and teacher Jēkabs Driķis on a visit to Gulbene to see the Gulbene State Commercial and Vocational School designed by I. Blankenburgs, to make sure that the choice in favour of the architect was correct. I. Blankenburgs did not always succeed in developing perfect building projects. Customers increasingly wanted cheaper and more comfortable buildings, but sometimes the construction supervisors also had their objections. For example, in 1929, I. Blankenburgs' project of the Riga French Lyceum on the corner of Valdemāra and Aristīda Briāna streets had some shortcomings -«different directions of opening of several doors, the wooden constructions were too close to the chimneys, uncomfortable entrance to the boiler house», which were eliminated by the designer during the construction of the building [37] .
In some cases, the contribution of Latvian architects is also analysed in a critical light. For example, this approach was used by architect Jūlijs Lūsis (1894 Lūsis ( -1965 in the newspaper «Students» («Student») in 1935, when writing about the 1st Latvian Architectural exhibition at the Riga City Museum of Art. He criticized also architect I. Blankenburgs: «To a special third group belong the so-called ideologically «frozen», represented by I. Blankenburgs. His works have a weak classical rhyme, they are pale, lifeless, an seem dusted. Thanks to the opportunity to build a lot of buildings, I. Blankenburgs has created a real «crown style» of Latvian schools. If school architecture had the task of expressing the emptiness, boredom and indifference of spiritual stress, the facades of Blankenburgs' schools would have done their job really brilliantly [38] .» After evaluating the work of I. Blankenburgs from the time-distance in the 21st century, it has to be concluded, that he was one of the most visible representatives of functionalist architects of Latvian schools. Several of his building projects are eligible for inclusion in the International Latvian Register DoCoMoMo (International Working Party for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and Neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement) [39] . According to expert opinions and ratings, there was nothing surplus in this type of school buildings. They conformed to the principles of modernism and business, which were in harmony with the forms of Neo-classicism. 
I. Blankenburgs has also worked on the projects of bank buildings in

